
“Defining the Museum of the 21st Century” 
Symposium

International Committee for Museology 
Museums, Galleries and Collections Institute

School of Art History at the University of St Andrews

Why is the definition of a 
community museum important?

Teresa Morales and Cuauhtémoc Camarena

“This project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research 
and innovation programme under grant 
agreement No 693669.”



Why is the definition of 
a community museum

important?



2016 Milan Cooperation Charter 
Ecomuseums and Community Museums Forum

ICOM Conference Milan 2016

“They (Ecomuseums or community museums) are a project 
and a process of local development combining human and 
heritage resources of a given area. (..) The Ecomuseum
accompanies the world as it is and prepares the world to 
come, using the common living heritage of the place, which it 
manages and enriches through material and intangible 
components. (..) The Ecomuseum is a network of local actors 
and collaborates with other public and private institutions, 
which work for the social, cultural and economic 
development, and for the wellbeing of the community.”
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The community 
is the decisive 
force, the 
protagonist and 
the creative 
motor of the 
museum. 



Directed and 
managed by
community

representatives



A collective 
process of self-
interpretation.







A network of local 
actors?
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Participation or Decision?



A community 
acting together to 
recognize 
its collective 
experience? 

A community 
receiving someone 

else’s version 
of its history?
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